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titled “Developing a Social Philosophy,” and consists, essentially, of a 
rather pretentious discussion resulting, in four successive chapters, in 
formal definitions for four general concepts used to describe the principal 
factors and aspects of the committee situation: impulsion, circumjacence 
(psycho-social environment), interaction, and emergence (“any evolu- 
tionary change in the quality of the consequences of joint committee ac- 
tion”). Part IIT is called “Clarifying Social Methodology,” but can hard- 
ly be said to contribute very much to the clarity of the whole discussion. 
Part V deals with particular research techniques used in the investigation 
in question. Six chapters are concerned respectively with interviewing, 
participant observing, direct observation, case analysis, charting, and 
statistical devices. From its concreteness, this is the most interesting and 
suggestive part of the volume. 

One lays down the book with the impression that it contains a slender 
body of ideas padded out and expressed in impressive terms so as to appear 
substantial. There are not above fifty thousand words in the volume, 
counting a great deal of tabular and graphic matter at its equivalent in 
words displaced. Exclusive of charts, graphs, and quotations used as cap- 
tions at the beginnings of chapters, there are probably not over thirty 
thousand words of text; and it is not remarkable for conciseness of expres- 
sion. Those who are interested in fundamental problems of research 
method in social science, and particularly those who are interested in the 
study of conference groups, will be able to gain something from this study; 
others will probably be repelled by it. 


Fioyvp N. HOUSE 
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 


The Attitude of the Jewish Student in the Colleges and Umiversities 
Towards: His Religion. By Marvin Narman. Philadelphia: 
Marvin Nathan, 1932. Pp. 264. 


This thesis presents significant conclusions concerning an important 
question; but what might have been very interesting reading is killed by 
the formal, almost mechanical, treatment. It is this sort of thing which 
makes non-academicians jeer at the scholarly fraternity, saying—with 
some degree of truth, I am afraid—that our graduate schools squeeze the 
vitality out of a young scholar until he is “dry as dust.” In this instance 
the formalism consists mainly in the arrangement of each of the chapters 
dealing with factual material into subsections entitled “Statistics,” “What 
the Students Say,” and ‘‘Conclusions.” 
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The findings of the study, derived from some fifteen hundred question- 
naires, all support one general conclusion: that Jewish students are turn- 
ing from the traditional forms of Judaism because these forms have not 
been reinterpreted so as to have vital meaning in modern life. The per- 
sonal concept of God, the Jewish customs and ceremonies, Bible-reading, 
and synagogue attendance are all suffering from the impingement of in- 
dustrial and scientific civilization. Dr. Nathan’s figures show that about 
four-fifths of the Jewish students are either confused or dissatisfied with 
the teachings of Judaism. Of the small number who have successfully 
brought their religion and modern life into a synthesis, almost all, accord- 
ing to the author, have done so with the help of their families or of friends, 
and not of the synagogue. 

Dr. Nathan does not hesitate to suggest what should be done in this 
situation. He believes drastic changes should be made in the Jewish in- 
stitutions of religious education. The reviewer is not a stickler for exclud- 
ing evaluation and tentative proposals for betterment from scientific 
sociology, but it does seem as if Dr. Nathan becomes too dogmatic at 
times. He says, for instance, “Judaism as well as other faiths must be 
kept intact”; and “What they should have been taught but were not in 
religious schools, that the God idea is fundamental, though the concepts 
and patterns have often changed, .... has been developed by the stu- 
dents themselves.” 

One could point out other weaknesses in the thesis, such as the unex- 
plained variation in the numbers of students included in tables dealing 
apparently with exactly the same group, the inclusion under atheism of 
students who seem merely to have rebelled from the personal concept of 
God, and the fact that the conclusions hardly seem to sum up the study; 
but on the whole one must be grateful for such an addition to our knowl- 
edge and must commend Dr. Nathan’s careful analysis. 


ROBERT COOLEY ANGELL 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


Aspecis of Social Behavior in Ancient Rome. Martin Classical Lec- 
tures, Vol. II. By TENNEY FRANK. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard 
University Press, 1932. Pp. x +155. $2.00. 

In five lectures delivered at Oberlin College, Professor Frank records 
persuasively his deviations from current views. In a chapter on the fam- 
ily, he deprecates the use of Roman laws as evidence of social conditions, 
and emphasizes the equality of the two sexes and the relatively free social 
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